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Know your leather
What is the most expensive
leather?
Shell Cordovan is the most
expensive leather in the world
for a few reasons. First, the
tanning process- Shell Cordovan
is made by hand in a process
that takes over 6 months

diagram above). ... Usually, the
surface is spray painted and
embossed with a leather-like
pattern to resemble natural
appearance
Which animal leather is best?
Deer leather is supple and
soft, which makes it ideal for

What are the 5 types of
leather?
Types of Leather
Full Grain or Top Grain
Leather – ( ” the best ” ) ...

not use chemicals to dye the
leather and instead uses natural
methods of colouring such as
tree bark and tannin. This takes
a lot longer than other tanning
methods so it becomes more
expensive.
How much does real leather
cost?
A
Real
or

Corrected
or
Embossed
Grain – ( ” 2nd best ” , full
grain) ...
Split Suede – (“functional
and inexpensive leather hides”
) ...
Nubuck Sueded Grain –
( “look but don’t touch –
very sensitive leather”) ...
Reconstituted, Bonded or
Fibre Leather – (“Recycled,
particle board” )
What is the highest quality
leather?
Full grain leather is the
highest quality grade of leather
money can buy. It comes from
the top layer of the hide and
includes all of the natural grain.
...
Top grain leather is the
second highest grade of leather
and has the outermost layer of
the hide removed.
What is real leather called?
Corrected grain or split
leather, also known as genuine
leather, is produced using the
skin layers that remain after
the top is split off and from
the corium predominantly (see

clothing and accessories like
gloves. It is also a very thin
leather making it more flexible,
but not as durable as cattle
leather. However, it is still
very durable for its thinness.
Compared to cowhide leather it
is much softer, but much more
expensive.

Genuine
Leather
Jacket can
cost you anywhere from $300
to $2000 or more, depending
upon the quality of the leather
and the brand popularity. But
remember, expensive is not
always the best.

Does genuine leather peel?
Leather itself does not crack or
peel under normal conditions,
but an applied finish or
colorant upon its surface may.
This generally can be fixed with
a leather repair kit.

Is goat leather expensive?
The light weight, waterfriendly and stretchy leather is
quite expensive and is generally
used for making handbags,
wallets and upholstery. It was
the leather of choice for Native
Americans for their garments.
Goat Skin – Goat skin leather
is strong, durable having
smooth fine grain and is quite
economical

Why is leather so expensive?
TANNING. Higher quality
leather products typically use
vegetable tanning which does
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What is the toughest leather
in the world?
Kangaroo is a very lightweight and thin leather that is
ounce-for-ounce the toughest
leather in the world. It is
very interesting to note that
Kangaroo is generally much
more resistant to drying out
than calfskin. Kangaroo leather
is lighter and
stronger than
the hide of a
cow or goat.
Is
Nappa
l e a t h e r
expensive?
N a p p a
leather is one
of the most
expensive
types
of
leather fabric
on the market.
It is a soft,
full-grained
leather made
from the skin
of
kids
or
lamb. It is very
supple
and
lightweight
and wears well. ... Brushed
nappa leather has a matte finish
rather than a sheen and is not
usually coated.
How can you tell genuine
leather?
Drop a small amount of water
on the good, as real leather
absorbs moisture. If the good
is fake, the water will simply
puddle up on top. But real
leather will absorb a small drop
of water in only a few seconds
, telling you quickly if it is
genuine. Know that real leather
goods are rarely ever cheap.
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Labour intensive sectors in MSME are
critical for employment generation Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman

K

eeping in view the need of MSME sector, Customs duty is 2020-21.
being raised on items like footwear (from 25% to 35% on
footwear and from 15% to 20% on parts of footwear). The
Union Minister for Finance & Corporate Affairs, Smt Nirmala Sitharaman said that special attention has been given to put measured restraint on import of those items which are being produced
by our MSMEs with better quality. She stressed that labour intensive sectors in MSME are critical for employment generation.
Cheap and low quality imports are an impediment to their growth,
the Finance Minister said.
The export of footwear, leather and leather products from India
reached a value of $5.69 billion during 2018-19, registering 8 per
cent YoY growth. The country’s exports contracted for the fifth
month in a row by 1.8 per cent in December 2019 to $27.36 billion.
As per the Directorate General of Commercial Intelligence and
Statistics (DGCI &S), the leather footwear constitutes about 39 per
cent in value terms in global import of footwear and 14 per cent in
volume terms in global export. It employs about 4.4 crore people,
mostly from the weaker sections of the society.
The leather industry holds a prominent place in the Indian
economy but the export of leather goods has declined 7.55 per
cent to $3.6 billion during April-December period this fiscal. The
sector, which is among the top ten foreign exchange earners for
the country. But increasing the customs duty will affect the huge
potential for growth.
The Finance Minister said that Union Budget proposes to
incorporate suitable provisions in the Customs Act and added that
in the coming months, there will be a review of Rules of Origin
requirements, particularly for certain sensitive items so as to ensure
that Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) are aligned to the conscious
direction of our policy. The Minister added that it has been
observed that imports under FTAs are on the rise, undue claims of
FTA benefits have posed threat to domestic industry. “Such imports
require stringent checks”, Smt Sitharaman said.
The Minister said that we are also strengthening provisions
relating to safeguard duties which are applied when surge in imports
causes serious injury to domestic industry. The amended provisions
shall enable regulating such surge in imports in a systematic way,
she said. The Finance Minister said that the provisions for checking
dumping of goods and imports of subsidized goods are also being
strengthened for ensuring a level playing field for domestic industry.
“These changes are in line with international best practices”, she
said.
Smt. Sitharaman said that Government e-Marketplace (GeM) is
moving ahead for creating a Unified Procurement System in the
country for providing a single platform for procurement of goods,
services and works. She proposed to take the turnover of GeM to Rs.
3lakh crores. She also proposed to provide Rs. 27300 crore for development and promotion of Industry and Commerce for the year

Footwear and related products, the ministry has suggested an increase in duty to
35 per cent from the current 25 per cent.
"There is a significant increase in imports
of undervalued and cheap footwear. Hike
in the duty will help address the issue of
price competition. Majority of imports
are coming from ASEAN countries, with
which India has a free trade agreement. It
is also suspected that China is re-routing
large quantities of footwear through these
countries," Said the sources to Forever
News.
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7 cities of India famous for leather industry
1. Jajmau – Kanpur, Uttar
Pradesh
Jajmau is also known as
Jajesmow, is a district of
Kanpur. This is the main and
the largest center for the
leather industry in India.
Home to some of the largest
leather tanneries in the
Northern part of India. The
Kanpur’s leather and tannery
industry contribute to around
Rs 6,000 crore worth foreign
exchange for the country and
also gives direct livelihood to
more than one lakh people.
2. Unnao – Uttar Pradesh
Located
approximately
18 km from Kanpur & 60
km from Lucknow city.
Tanning is one the biggest
industry in Unnao and this
city is very popular for its
huge leather industry. Big
leather manufactures like,
Superhouse Group, Mirza
Tanners, Rahman Exports,
and Zamzam Tanners have
their factories in Unnao
3. Chennai- Tamil Nadu
Chennai is located on
the Coromandel Coast off
the Bay of Bengal. In south
India, Chennai is the biggest
industrial and commercial
center. And also a major
cultural, economic and
educational
center.
It
contributes far more than
50 percent of India’s total
leather exports. It also has
a CSIR research institution
named the Central Leather
Research Institute.
4. Ambur – Tamil Nadu
Located on the banks of
the Palar River, it is a town
and the state Assembly
Constituency in the Vellore
District of Tamil Nadu.
Home to a major part of
the India’s leather tanning
industry. This town has
also earned its nickname
as the Leather City of South
India. India’s largest and
finest tanneries are located
here, which makes it one
of the leading exporters of
leather goods in India. The
finished and unfinished
products include shoes,
garments, and gloves.
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Interaction with international
media journalists during IILF

popular all across the world
for its superb craftsmanship.

5. Kolkata – West Bengal
Also known as the City of
Joy, is the capital city of the
Indian state of West Bengal.
It is located on the east
banks of the river Hooghly.
It is the major commercial,
educational and cultural
center of the Eastern India. It
is the second most important
tanning center in the
India. Home to around 500
tanneries which contribute
about 22-25 % of the total
country’s tanning. It also

contributes to about 55% of
the total country’s export
contribution.
6. Agra – Uttar Pradesh
Agra is located on the banks
of the river Yamuna; it is the
northern most state of Uttar
Pradesh. Total 40% of the
population largely depend on
agriculture, and the others
on the leather and footwear
business. Agra city is very
popular for its leather goods
in the country. The Leather
footwear of Agra is very

7. Ranipet – Tamil Nadu
Located on the northern
bank of the Palar river,
this city is also known as
Ranipettai. It is a suburb,
town and also the industrial
hub of the Vellore city. It
houses nearly 400 small and
medium leather units. The
large number of mediumscale
leather
industries
which make both finished
leather and leather articles
for export.
The Indian Government has
identified the Leather Sector
as a Focus Sector, as it has
immense potential for export
growth prospects and also in
employment generation. The
Indian leather industry aims
to increase the production
even more in the future, and
thereby enhance exports,
and resultantly create more
and
more
employment
opportunities.

Amazing facts about
leather
How well do you know
your leather?
The leather industry is one of
the oldest industries in the world
and has existed for thousands
of years. The main reason for
this is the toughness, resistance,
abundance and versatility of an
age-old product. Apart from their
regular uses in apparel, footwear
and accessories, leather has also
been used for other applications
(some which will seriously blow
your mind).
Hence, we have compiled a
listicle of 10 amazing facts about
leather that might just surprise
you a little.

The
leather
industry
generates more than 53.2
Billion
US$
worldwide
annually
Just to put that in perspective,
this figure is more than the
overall value of commodities
such as rubber, cotton, coffee,
tea and sugar combined. You
will know why, once you read
fact number 4. Of this, India
contributed 1.42 billion US$ in
trade and export.

Leather was once used as a
wallpaper
We cannot really imagine what
leather on a wall would have
looked like or felt like but we
sure know that this could have
been possible. The animal-hide
product has been recognized as a
symbol of quality, status and chic
for millennia.

Chennai
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This 35th edition of Indian
International Leather Fair slowly and
steadily achieve its own position in
the International calendar of Fairs
for the leather industry said Rajesh
Agrawal Executive Director, India
Trade Promotion Organisation( ITPO).
He was speaking to media and stated
that the exhibition market in India
offers lot of prospects for business
and that can be tapped India Trade
Promotion Organisation. (ITPO).
While the potential of the exhibition
market abroad is pretty large, only
about a minor percentage is being
tapped at the moment in India.
‘We are moving towards tapping
that potential through various
measures.’
There are 23 countries are participating and country pavilion-like
Brazil China and Italy are present in a big way.
The footfall growth is expected to double with in a span of 2-3 years.
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Leather from Brazil: sales to India grew over 50% in 2019
Leather exports from Brazil to
India saw a boom in 2019: they
grew 53.1% in volume compared
to 2018 and 21.4% in value.
Amid this environment of
positive results and prospects
for 2020, the India International
Leather Fair (IILF) will take
place in Chennai from 1-3
February with the participation
of two Brazilian tanneries
(JBS Couros and Partner),
through the support of the
Brazilian Leather project an export incentive carried
out by the Centre for the
Brazilian Tanning Industry
(CICB)
in
partnership
with the Brazilian Trade
and Investment Promotion
Agency (Apex-Brasil).
Rogério Cunha from CICB
Trade Intelligence explains that
India is strategic for Brazil’s
leathers, particularly for its
connection with footwear and
artifact production.

The results obtained in 2019,
he points out, are linked to
Brazil’s consecutive presence
at editions of the IILF
fair and also

commercial
and
prospecting

missions that have been carried
out in recent years.
India

and
t h e

leather
sector:

Value of Indian leather shoe
exports: US$1.197 billion
Share of leather shoes in total
Indian shoe exports: 48%
10th-largest shoe exporter in
the world
Volume of leather exported
by Brazil to India in 2019:
6.2
million
square
metres
(a
53.1%
increase)
Leather
exports
from Brazil to India
in 2019: US$20.6
million (a 21.4%
increase)
India’s
ranking
in Brazilian leather
exports: ninth place
IILF
Fair:
35th
edition;
leather,
chemicals,
components,
and
machines
for
the
footwear and artifacts sectors
from over 500 exhibitors and an
estimated audience of 13,000
visitors. www.forevernews.in
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